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The Making of a Man

By Tim Brown with James Lund,
Thomas Nelson, 2014, 240 pp.,
iSBN 978-0-84994-757-5, $22.99.

Tim Brown’s autobiographical
exposition on manliness attempts
to inspire readers with reflections
from his personal faith journey.
Brown candidly shares his struggles
and successes, confronting his
shortcomings and preaching lessons
he pulis from his life experience as
a player in the National Football
League (NFL). Football fans can
relive defining game moments’
while learning about the culture
surrounding the NFL, and the
temptations that exist inside and
outside that community.

Unfortunately, Brown’s
overarching themes are lost in
the simple, unimaginative and
frequently disjointed writing
style. He structures coming-of-age
stories and moments from NFL
games around specific takeaways,
rather than letting them speak for
themselves. He often over-stretches
the connections between his life
events to his main points, leaving
his ideas unsupported. Therefore,
this work fails as either a cohesive
autobiography or as a treatise on
manliness.

This is a short and easy read,
but will not likely challenge the
reader. Brown comes across as a
person with an interesting life story,
not an authority defining what
manliness should be. On occasion,
he references faith from a male-
only-leadership perspective that
may be unsettling to those who
hold an egalitarian viewpoint. This
book weuld best fit in public and
Christian-affiliated libraries.

Melody Dieh!

CHURCH HISTORY

Accidental Theologians:
Four Woemen Who
Shaped Christianity

By Elizabeth A. Dreyer,
Franciscan Media, 2014,

150 pp., ISBN 978-1-61636-514-1,
$15.99 {paper).

Dreyer's work, Accidental Theolo-
gians, discusses the impact of
four women upon the formulation
of Christian doctrine: Hildegard
of Bingen (1098-1179), Catherine
of Siena (1347-1380), Teresa of
Avila (1515-1582), and Thérése of
Listeux (1873-1897). While these
women did not intend to be theo-
logians, their lives, doctrines, and
teachings impacted the cultures of
their times, leaving indelible marks
upon the doctrinal history of the
Roman Catholic Church, to the
extent that each of these women
were canonized and named as
Doctors of the Church.

Pope Benedict XV1 canonized
Hildegard of Bingen and named her
a Doctor of the Church in 2012. One
of Hildegard’s major contributions
was to the Church’s understanding
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit,
and its role as part of the Trinity. In
so doing, her teachings emphasized
the role of the Holy Spirit in the
daily life of a Christian. This
emphasis was novel in the Church’s
teaching of the twelfth century.

Catherine of Siena lived
according to the ideals of the
Dominican Order, but she never
became a nun. Dreyer argues
that because of this, Catherine’s
lifestyle revealed an incarnational
perspective, striving to imitate
Christ in everyday interactions
and exchanges. She was canonized
by Pope Pius Il in 1461 and
on October 30, 1970, Pope
Paul VI proclaimed her a Doctor
of the Church.

It was customary during the
days of Teresa of Avila for the
Church to emphasize the character
of God and man’s humble state
before God. Dreyer contends that
while Teresa of Avila does not deny
this, her teachings strive to teach
humility, while acknowledging the
immense potential that God has
given to human beings. During the
time of her life this teaching was
innovative. In 1622, Teresa of Avila
wasg canonized by Pope Gregory
XV and in 1970 she was named a

Doctor of the Church by Pope
Paul VL.

The last accidental theologian
whom Dreyer discusses is Thérése
of Lisieux. Thérése of Lisieux was
admitted to a nunnery at the age
of fifteen and died at the age of
twenty-four, fighting tuberculosis.
Her short life was filled with
suffering, which, Dreyer states,
enabled her to understand Christ’s
suffering on the cross to a much
richer extent, Because of this, her
writings emulated a theology of
suffering, which greatly impacted
France. Pope Piug X1 canonized
her in 1925 and Pope John Paul 1T
declared her the thirty-third Doctor
of the Church in 1997.

Dreyer's work on these four
female theologians provides an
excellent example of how women
have and will continue to impact
theological movements and trends.
Dreyer’s summary and analysig
of their works should be welcome
in any institution with courses
in Theology.

Garrett Trott

As the Bandit Will I Confess You:
Luke 23: 39-43 in Early Christian
Interpretation

By Mark Glen Bilby, Brepols
Publishers, 2013, 371 pp., ISBN
978-290-680-512-5, $55.00 (paper}.

Bible passages take on a life of their
own as preachers begin quoting '
them in homilies and theologians
use them to build doctrine. In this
book, Mark Bilby analyzes more
than six hundred texts by more
than one hundred different authors
before 450 CE who discussed Je-
sus’s dialogue with the repentant
bandit on the cross. Whereas in
Matthew and Mark, “those cruci-
fied with him also heaped insults
on him,” in Luke’s Gospel one of the
bandits acknowledges that Jesus
will “come into His kingdom” and
Jesus responds, “Truly 1 tell you,
today you will be with me in para-
dige.” :

Bilby situates Luke’s account
within the plethora of Gospel
accounts of the first Christian
centuries. He follows the early
Christian writers as they discuss
why Luke’s account differed from
those in the other synoptic Gospels
and why the bandit arrived in
paradise “today” if it tock Jesus
three days to rise from the dead.
The best part of the beok is Bilby's
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exploration of how this passage
shaped the spirituality of the
Church. Ancient writers reflected
on the bandit’s wisdom in seeing
Jesus as a king even though he was
still on the cross, on the role grace
played in his conversion, and on the
importance of repentance.

Basged on the author’s doctoral
thesis with what looks to be fairly
minimal revision, this is a specialist
text aimed at the expert reader. It
18 extremely erudite, with a solid
grasp of the existing literature
in New Testament Studies and
Patristics. Bilby gives his own
translations of his Greek and
Latin sources, discussing rare and
esoteric texts alongside the usual
suspects. As interesting as Bilby’s
conclusions are, this would be a
difficult text for non-specialist
readers and is most suited to
theological libraries or research
libraries with strong collections
in New Testament Studies.

Roland Clark

Blood and Ink: Ignacio Elfacuria,
Jon Sobrino, and the Jesuit
Martyrs of the University of
Central America

By Robert Lassalle-Klein, Orbis,
2014, 376 pp., ISBN 978-1-62698-
063-1, $34.00 (paper).

November 16, 2014, is the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the martyrdoin
of Ignacio Ellacuria, SJ; Ignacio
Martin-Baré, SJ; Segundo Montes,
SdJ; Juan Ramén Moreno, SJ; Joa-
quin Lépez y Lépez, SJ; Armando
Lépez, SdJ; their house keeper Elba
Ramos, and her fifteen-year-old
daughter Celina Ramos. They were
murdered in the night at the Uni-
versity of Central America (UCA),
San Salvador, by soldiers, some
trained at Ft. Benning, Georgia,
with weapons paid for by US tax
dollars. Nearly four hundred years
ago, France gave North America
martyrs in St. Isaac Jogues, 5J;
John de Brébeuf, 8J; and their Je-
suit companions. Blood And Ink is
the story of the most recent Basque
and Spanish Jesuit martyrs of Cen-
tral America and what led to their
outrageous and unjust murder.
Robert Lassalle-Klein focuses
his research on Ignacio Ellacuria

* and Jon Sobrino in three parts.

The first part, more than half of
the book, is the historical context
and chronology. This starts with
the changes in the use of the term

“development,” and the 1968 Latin
American Bishope’ Conference
at Medellin, Colombia, which
identified the Church’s mission
with “God’s preferential option for
the poor,” based on biblical themes.
The 1969 retreat for the Jesuits of
the provinee of Central America
adopted the “preferential option
for the poor” as Christ’s mission to
Central Americans, forging that
mission into the university context
of UCA under the presidents of the
UCA. The book recounts election
fraud reports by the UCA; the
police execution of pastor Rutilio
Grande, SJ, March 1977; and the
gradual conversion of Archhishop
Oscar Romero to prophetic
support of the poor. Next comes
the assassination of Archbishop
Romero in 1980, and the persistent
libel of Marxism against the
UCA which was pointing out the
corruption of the military under
D’Aubuisson and others, as the
Reagan administration supported
the corruption. Failed efforts
included land reform, the third force
envisioned by Ellacuria for civil
soctety, and for the crucified people
of EI Salvador, the mission to take
the crucified down from the cross.
The author adds brief conclusions to
all sections with summaries.

Part 2 consists of four sections
that examine major influences on
Ellacuria’s life and thought: the
Spiritual Exercises of St. [gnatius
through retreat master, Miguel
Elizondo, SJ; the realist philosophy
of Spaniard Xavier Zubiri with
emphasis on “sentient intelligence;”
the example of Archbishop
Oscar Romero; and the roles of
theology translated from his
Innsbruck teacher, Karl Rahner,
S (1958-1962). Besides studies
with Rahner, Ellacuria organized a
soccer team “that won the Austrian
national university championship”
(255). The author shows how
Eliacuria’s borrowings from
Zubiri and Rahner come close to
contemporary “scientific accounts
of perception” (263).

Part 3 is “Bearing the Spirit to
a Suffering World: The Contextual
Christology of Jon Sobrino and
Ignacic Ellacuria.” The first section
analyzes the writings of Ellacuria
on “salvation in history” (293
emphasis added). Sobrino’s two
volumes of Chrigtology are mined
for insights into salvation and

liberation with the only dichotomy

in history as that “between sin

and grace” (293). Primary sources

are enhanced by excellent recent

studies on these topics.

The author ends with a

powerful conclusion. The reader
feels called to follow the steps of

these dedicated servants of God

in El Salvador. The challenge is

to a new generation of readers.

Rodolfo Cardenal, SdJ, writes a
“Presentation,” Jon Sobrino the
“Foreward: with Hope and Gratitude.”
The index is detailed. This is a must
read for contemporary American
history. It is a call to witness to

Christ in the world today.

John B. Lounibos

The Devil: A New Biography

By Philip C. Almond, Cornell
University Press, 2014, 288 pp.,
ISBN 978-0-8014-5537-3, $29.95.

Almond (emeritus, University of
Gueensland) has written before on
social and religious aspects of the
Devil in Christianity. In this book,
he gives a “history of how the idea
of the Devil ... has been historically
created, constructed and recon-
structed over a period that stretches
from the ‘birtly of that idea in the
centuries before the Christian era,
to its elaboration in the story of the
fall and redemption in the early
and medieval Church, to its central
role in magic, witcheraft and pos-
session in the classical demonoclogy
of the medieval and early modern
periods, to its place in the history
of Christian apocalypticism and
finally to the ‘death’ of the idea in
the first half of the eighteenth cen-
tury” (221). Almond begins with the
biblical stories, although it’s tricky
to fellow the order of things as we
see Satan take shape in Job, Gen-
edis, and the Prophets, noting the
ambiguous nature of Satan in the
Bible as both enemy and oceasional
agent of God, a tension that never
goes away. Almond then takes us
through the New Testament, with
the epic battles of Michae! and the
Devil, and on into the Christian cen-
turies. Eventually, Almond’s focus is
less on Satan and more on demons,
than magic, witcheraft, and on the
religious responses to these threats.
Renaissance and Reformation times
are documented with great care,
and specific writers and their ideas
are listed and deseribed in perhaps
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